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Riverland Grown is committed to sustainable farming practices that protect the environment while delivering high-quality produce to our customers. We recognise that water, soil, air and habitat are fundamental resources for the horticultural industry.

We are working towards a better environment for current and future generations by continually improving the management of our natural resources. We aim to achieve this through continually striving to better understand our local environmental challenges and face these with innovative solutions, strong partnerships and appropriate practice changes.
We will regularly review and update our policies in line with new technologies, research, and environmental standards to ensure a sustainable future for our farm and our wider community.
By adhering to this policy, Riverland Grown aims to set an example of environmentally responsible agriculture that contributes to the well-being of future generations.
Policy goals

Riverland Grown aims to maintain an effective environmental policy that will:
1. Leave a legacy of a healthy environment including productive soils, clean air and water, and diverse and robust natural habitats and water sources.
2. Enable sustainable farms and regional communities.
3. Provide safe and high-quality produce.

Policy implementation

Riverland Grown recognises the need to integrate environmental thinking into everyday farm management and decision-making, longer term farm strategic planning and the management of all non-farm aspects of the industry. Our policy is shared with our employees and is available to customers, suppliers and the public on our website.

We will continue to:

- Increase our awareness of the role and responsibilities of the horticultural industry by demonstrating sustainable practices which maintain ecological balance. 
- Form partnerships that serve common environmental understanding and outcomes by ensuring we engage with certified suppliers.
- Encourage environmental innovation by trialling new technologies as they become available, adopting renewable energy sources where possible, repurposing our agricultural by-products for compost and animal feed and by building resilience to climate change through water-efficient irrigation practices.

Water

We will continue to:
· Stay informed about, and comply to, local, state, and federal environmental laws in relation to water usage.
· Acquire necessary water permits and licences.
· Maintain open communication with regulatory bodies, seeking guidance and feedback to improve compliance.
· Maintain knowledge of the water market and water trading rules.
We aim to minimise water use by continuing to:
· Implement systems with soil moisture sensors and weather data to optimise watering schedules.
· Apply mulch to retain soil moisture.
· Utilise strip tillage to minimise soil disturbance to reduce water loss and maintain soil moisture.
· Rotate crops to improve soil health and reduce water demand over time.
· Regularly assess water usage to identify inefficiencies and areas for improvement.
· Invest in automated irrigation systems for precise water delivery.
Air

We aim to ensure minimal air pollution by:
· Ensuring chemicals are stored, handled and transported in compliance with regulations.
· Ensuring all chemical application is carried out in accordance with product labels.
· Understanding and monitoring conditions while spraying to prevent drift damage.
· Recording all chemical applications in accordance with regulatory requirements.

Soils

We aim to ensure we maintain/improve soil health by:
· Optimal crop rotations to minimise synthetic fertiliser use.
· Utilise strip tillage to minimise soil disturbance and support underground biodiversity.
· Reducing inputs through soil testing and effective data capture.
· Matching soil types to suitable crops.
· Safely storing and managing farm chemicals to prevent accidental spills and soil contamination.
· Planting cover crops to prevent erosion, increase carbon sequestration and reduce reliance on chemical inputs.
Habitat

We aim to have minimum impact on natural habitats and to encourage biodiversity in our region by:
· Preserving areas of remnant vegetation.
· Utilising on farm waterways sustainably.
· Undertaking pest species control.
· Planting cover crops to offer habitat to insects and animals.
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